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NEWSLETTER  
Apr i l   2018 

Faithful Friends! 
 

Months ago, a group of church leaders gathered for a workshop to review and 
analyze who our neighbors are so that the church can do effective marketing 
evangelism.  While I might "want to be on TV" and have my name "in lights"  
(in the name of Jesus, of course), our communications team has been discussing 
reasonable and creative ways to talk about our church. So, we met to review the 
demographics and lifestyle particulars about the people who live in a 6 mile  
radius of our church.  What we learned is that:  1. people do not know what to 
believe; and, 2. that they have not been invited to church. Bringing more people 
into a relationship with Jesus, into community, and providing children a firm 
foundation of God's LOVE IS our goal.  
 
Anticipating that kind of growth requires some shifts in thinking about how a 
pastor does their work. Many books and articles have been written on the  
subject.  We'll be talking more and more about this but I want to sow some 
seeds. The most important shift is that the pastor needs help visiting homes and 
hospitals. That is an opportunity for you if you feel led to that kind of ministry. 
We will put together a team. 
 
And here's how good God is:  Only weeks ago, we realized an answer to this  
exact prayer, by joining Atlantic Health's Health Partnership Alliance, the  
hospital is providing resources to the churches by hosting a variety of training 
events. Soon, there will be training for Lay People who have a call to visit the 
sick, the lonely, and the homebound. This is one of the most important works of 
the church, and one of the greatest complaints that people have if and when,  
"no one came."   
 
Will you prayerfully consider this role in the life of the church?  This ministry 
will change your life, 
 
with love and gratitude, 
pastor janice 
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