
   

 

Faithful friends, 
 
Jesus is Risen!   
 
And I am exhausted! 
 
Preaching and preparing throughout Lent is deeply meaningful. Facilitating ex-
periences throughout Holy Week is an awesome privilege.  Celebrating Easter is 
a magnificent moment in time!   
And believing in the Risen Christ can be tiresome. Living in a way that reminds 
people that we serve a living God is hard work.  It requires energy and passion 
and thinking in new ways.   It requires our bodies to be in action, our spirits to 
maintain trust, and our minds to be open, to transcend the ordinary to even -
beyond the extraordinary!   
 
Believing in the resurrection is believing that the impossible is made possi-
ble:  through people, bodies, and the body of Christ that is the church. That is 
what we are here for. That is why we exist. We help people to see that HOPE is 
real. Through experiences of encounter in worship, moments of mystery in spir-
itual practice, and glimmers of grace in our service, we can embody the living 
God who infuses new life in us. What will we make possible for our community 
in this new Easter year?  What will we become together? 
 
We have a new team of leadership at Sparta, an amazing team of leaders at 
work. We are working closely together and supporting each other well. We need 
you all to be empowered to serve in the administration of the church, the minis-
tries of the church, and to watch for gifts and graces in our midst.   We need you 
all to be present and committed ---and to be inviting your friends, neighbors, 
and colleagues to be with us as we do the work we are called to do!  
 
Let's work and rest----and be fully alive together!  
 
grace and peace, 
janice 

 

 

 

30!24! 5.)4%$  
-%4(/$)34 #(52#(   

 
 

-ÁÙ άΪΫί 
 

Inside  
This Issue:  

 

CALENDAR                        2                                                         

CHURCH COUNCIL    

CHURCH MOUSE               9           

CHURCH & SOCIETY         7  

CONTEMPLATIVE               

     WORSHIP                  10 

FAMILY PROMISE                4 

FUTURE WITH HOPE        11            

MISSION U                          5 

MOTHERõS DAY                 3   

PEACE WITH JUSTICE         7  

RECONCILING COMM       7     

SMALL GROUPS                10 

SPARTA DAY                      5                       

UNITED METHODIST           

    WOMEN                        8 

VACATION BIBLE              

    SCHOOL                        6        

WORLD MISSION GIFTS    9  

YOUTH SCHEDULE           6             

 

  



 2 


